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By Rob Erickson

Everv norv and drcn vou comc
rcross a ploduct that ectually rvorks

as prornised. A liw vears ago I

recened a call ftom a rretirl found-
n' drat 

'vas 
experiencing raccoon

problenx. Vhcn I ani''ccl at the job

sitc, I coLrld see chat rhe s,.uround-
ing area provided erccllcnt raccoon
habitat- llhcrc rvas a creek ard a l0-
acre section ofwoods, adjacent to rhe

propertr'. I :sked the building rnan-
aqer if rhev had hacl rar:coon prob-
lens in the past. He told me he had
been Lhere fir oler 15 lcars rtd thc
problem had bccn rhcrc at least that
long.

Thc building had large venred

roofs to allo*. rhe heat fion thc o"
€ns ro cscapc. I asl.etl il they rvere

ever closed, he Leplic,:i that thcv
rvere open all ycar. So much fbr trv
ing ro ,:xclude the animals out. 'i he

animals access the rvarehousc and
then nor.e to the ot'ficc area to havc

their 1oung. The urinc stains on the
ol6cc ccilnrg rvere obvious and the
smcll rvas verv strong.

Due ro dre licr that the roofl,as
aLways open, try suggesrion rvas to

starr a population reducrion plan on
rhe propertv. In the past, in arcas that

"re 
o'er mn rvith raccoons, I have had

very good success Lrsing dris option.
The plan calls lor gang setting with
13 to 10 traps for the first monrh or
so. and then just :r l'erv traps set and
baircd lor the entire vear. Thc loca

ri,rn was abour 30 nilcs fion me and

in rhe opposire direction I nornallv
tlavel. The 6rst rhing that carne to
n5- minci was Trap Srnan. Iivou have

lol1or.cd nr,v arricles rhen vou havc

hcard me speak of electronic trap
nroniroring. Tiap Smant objective
s'as ro procluce an arrromated, t'iiLsafe

mefio.1olog1 to notiFi rhc rrappcr as

soon lrs an aninral enterecl rhe trap.
Lxtensive R&l) has been perfimed
to ensLLre rhat fie producr rvilL rvork
in nost cnvironncttal conclitions.
The resu[ing product h.rs been ex-

tensively tcstcd bv rlildlifc conrLol

profcssionals. At $4.00 a gallon for
g.rs and crlcul,rting the time it r.ould
rake me to check every da,v, drn one
seemed likc a no bLanrcr.

I um not a pricl spohcsmarr nor
do I receir-e anv conpensation lron
this companv. l jrrst fiel rhat rhis
tool is a game changer in our indus-
trv. I ser rhe rraps and anached rhc
liap Snart monitoting do.ic,:s to
the cagcs, and aiva1, I *cnt. V'har
this device allol,'s you ro do, is to
adcl as mrny errrails s rou chc,ose.

\irhen rhe tral is sprung rhe notifi-
carions eo our insrandv. So I added

dre plant managcr, fic shift

managcr, ancl the maintenxncc supcr
visor. Norv I have er-es on the ground
ro visuallv check to nake sure rhe

door is not just closcrl without an

rrnioral being caught.

Well er.erl night lor th,: 6rst
lcrv rvccks I hrd to renrove trrrpped

aninr:ls, rvhich I expected. Since

starring this project last 1car, I
have nelcL had to do anvthing to
this urid Nothingl For ovct a lcar
Trep Snart has perfbrmed llaivless-

h-, in rain. snon', 30 dcgrccs, 100

degree heat- V/ell that sa1's it all- It
is not very oticn you cornc acLoss

a ploduct th:u acrualll wolks as

clcscribcd, this one does. To drte 67
raccoons, 9 skunlts, 17 opossums,

and a grourdhog. Thi 1-car rvas thc
lirsr vear the planr has noL had a liner
olyoung born dler€ h o1'er 1i vears.

Popularion rcduction s'oLks, and so

cloes Trap Snart. I
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